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“These are their forever families. Some of them might not be 
biologically related, but they’re linked in their hearts and minds.” 


Jane Phillips, a Union County court services supervisor and coordinator of Adoption Day 


Aristotle Archibald, 9, left, and his brother Israel Archibald, 11, relax with their adoptive mother, Keisha Archibald, in Elizabeth on Friday 
during an event recognizing National Adoption Day, which is today. Patti Sapone, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 


Welcome to the 
family, with love 


The adoptions of 9 children are finalized in Elizabeth 


at 1 of 4 ceremonies in N.J. marking National Adoption Day 


Marisa Iati For The Star-Ledger 


By the time Moira Quinn started pushing 
to adopt her younger brother, Ireland, she 
was already working two jobs and pursuing 
an associate’s degree at Union County Col- 
lege. 

A battle with mental illness prevented 
their mom from parenting Ireland well, 
and his dad was serving time in prison. So 
Quinn, now 24, began the long training pro- 
cess to adopt Ireland and got her own apart- 
ment in Rahway so he could move in. 

“Everything that happened with Ireland 
really pushed me to do better,” Quinn said 
Friday, minutes after the adoption was final- 
ized by ajudge. 

Six families had their adoptions of nine 
children formalized at the Union County 
Courthouse in Elizabeth, and two other 
families joined to celebrate their adoptions 
of two kids earlier this year. The 10th annual 
event was one of four ceremonies across the 
state recognizing National Adoption Day, 
which is celebrated today. 


Kids in sport coats and suspenders scur- 
ried around a crowded foyer decorated with 
balloons, while local government and non- 
profit agencies manned tables advertis- 
ing resources to new adoptive families as 
music played over a loudspeaker. 

For families such as the Quinns, the road 
to adoption has been long. State authori- 
ties removed Ireland from his home when 
he was 3, and Quinn said she immediately 
wanted to care for him herself. 

She got her wish four years later, after 
her brother had been living with her as a 
foster child for nearly a year. 

Ireland, who has high-functioning 
autism, now attends Rahway Elementary 
School, while Quinn waitresses and is in 
her third year studying psychology at Rut- 
gers University. 

The finalization of the adoption at first 
seemed to Quinn like a formality, she said, 
but the excitement of the day eventually 
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Ruling: 
Tribe’s 
teepees 
broke law 


Alleging discrimination, 
chief says they will appeal 


Allison Pries For The Star-Ledger 


A prayer circle and teepees set up by 
Ramapough Mountain Indians in Mahwah 
violate township zoning laws, a Superior 
Court judge ruled Friday. 

Judge Roy McGeady found the tribe lia- 
ble for 39 of 43 zoning violations issued by 
the township in a months-long squabble 
that landed in Superior Court. 

The tribe was ordered to pay $13,699 — 
$10,300 for 103 violations each valued at 
$100 — plus $33 in court costs for each vio- 
lation. 

“There’s no question, we will appeal,” 
Ramapough Chief Dwaine Perry said after 
the ruling. 

The chief called the proceeding a “Jim 
Crow manipulation of zoning laws.” 

“Discrimination is what this is all about,” 
he said. “They want us out of there com- 
pletely.” 

The 14-acre property that is the subject 
of the violations, located on the banks of 
the Ramapo River, has been dubbed Split 
Rock Sweet Water prayer camp by the 
Ramapoughs, who say they have worshiped 
there for generations. 

It is also located at the entrance of a 
wealthy housing development known as 
the Polo Club. 

The prayer ground was deeded to the 
tribe in July 1995 by the developer of the 
surrounding 5,000-square-foot homes, 
making the tribe the largest landowner 
within the development. Within the past 
year, tensions have risen between the tribe, 
neighbors and town officials because, 
some Say, the property is being used as an 
unpermitted campground. 

The township filed the lawsuit against 
SEE MAHWAH, 2 


Children in need 
across New Jersey 


6,000 


Approximate number of 
children in foster care in New 
Jersey, according to the state 
Division of Child Protection 
and Permanency. 


900 


Number of children who 
are expected to be adopted 
this year. 


The township says tents, teepees anda 
wooden structure were erected without 
permits and in a conservation and flood 
zone. Allison Pries, for The Star-Ledger 


RUTGERS ATHLETICS 


Amid bullying allegations, coach is fired 


Head of the swimming program used 
‘Mike Rice tactics, one parent says 


Keith Sargeant For The Star-Ledger 


The Rutgers sophomore was in a dark place. The pressure 
to succeed as a swimmer in the Big Ten had pushed her into 
a deep depression — so deep that, on a December night in 
2015, she said, she considered driving into oncoming traffic 
to end her life. 

One month later, she told Rutgers swimming and diving 
coach Petra Martin that she was struggling with the grueling 
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practices, the emphasis on cutting weight and the overbear- 
ing nature of the program. Martin put her arm around her, 
the swimmer told NJ Advance Media, and said they would 
get through this. 

But the next day, after a Jan. 15, 2016, swim meet against 
Penn State, Martin singled out the swimmer as “a bad team- 
mate” in front of the other athletes in a withering lock- 
er-room speech, the swimmer and another teammate said. 

“That was utterly devastating,” the swimmer said. 

She spoke to reporters on the condition of anonymity 
because she is still a student at the university. 

“That whole bus ride back, I just felt like I needed 
to be punished because I was this horrible teammate and 
every negative thought that I had until this point was 
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validated,” she said. 

“(I felt) like I should have finished the job in December.” 

Her story came to light during an NJ Advance Media 
investigation into allegations of abuse in Martin’s swimming 
program. Martin, according to interviews with former swim- 
mers and parents of students who were on the team, shamed 
athletes over their weight, used abusive language during 
training sessions and demanded they stop using medica- 
tion prescribed by their doctors for anxiety and other issues. 

On Thursday, Rutgers fired Martin. 

“Earlier today, we both agreed that it was in the best inter- 
ests of the program for Petra to step away,” said athletics 
director Patrick Hobbs. He declined to address the specific 
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